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Unceored:
Engaging with Free Speech on Campus
Zachary Wood

Robert L. Bartley Fellow, The Wall Street Journal, and former President, Uncomfortable Learning, Williams College
Author, Uncensored: My Life and Uncomfortable Conversations at the Intersection of Black and White America

Interviewer: Heidi Keibler Stevens

“Balancing Act” columnist, Chicago Tribune

Wednesday, June 20, 2018, 7:00 PM
Evanston Township High School Auditorium
1600 Dodge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201

Presented by Family Action Network (FAN),
in partnership with Glencoe D35, the Glencoe PTO,
Youth and Opportunity United (Y.0.U.), and the YWCA Evanston/North Shore

This event is free and open to the public and will be taped. Suitable for youth 12+. INFO: familyactionnetwork.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: ZACHARY WOOD
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net
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FAMILY ACTION NETWORK

YOUTH & OPPORTUNITY UNITED

Wednesday, June 20, 2018, Uncensored: Engaging with Free Speech on Campus, 7:00 PM, Evanston
Township High School Auditorium, 1600 Dodge Ave., Evanston, 60201. Freedom of speech on college
campuses has become an urgent, hot-button issue that gets to the very heart of our democracy. At the center
of this dispute is twenty-one-year-old student and writer Zachary Wood. A 2018 graduate of Williams College,
Mr. Wood was thrust into the national spotlight for giving controversial speakers a platform for debate on his
campus. A self-identified liberal Democrat, he is an outspoken advocate for debate of all opinions and
viewpoints as the only way to bridge the gap in our divided nation. His first book, Uncensored: My Life and
Uncomfortable Conversations at the Intersection of Black and White America, is a poignant memoir with a
crucial - and timely - message.

As President of the student group Uncomfortable Learning, he extended a speaking invitation to the openly
bigoted author and journalist John Derbyshire. It sparked hundreds of hurtful and even violent reactions from
his fellow classmates, many of whom called Mr. Wood a traitor to his race and said he had blood on his hands
for inviting such a speaker. Ultimately, the college president cancelled Mr. Derbyshire’s talk, and Mr. Wood
became a media star overnight, appearing on networks like CNN, Fox News, and MSNBC. He has since gone
on to write for The Washington Post, The Nation, and Times Higher Education and now serves as a Robert L.
Bartley Fellow at The Wall Street Journal.

Despite his rise to prominence, Mr. Wood has yet to share his powerful personal story with the world—until
now. From growing up with a mother who struggled with mental iliness to “code switching” to survive the sharp
contrasts between the poor neighborhood where he lived and the wealthy one where he went to school, Mr.
Wood’s background shaped his dynamic perspective on free speech in essential and highly personal ways.

Mr. Wood’s 2018 TED Talk, titled “Why it’s worth listening to people you disagree with,” has been viewed over
1 million times since its April, 2018 release on the TED website.

Sponsored by Family Action Network (FAN), in partnership with Glencoe D35, the Glencoe PTO, Youth and Opportunity
United (Y.0.U.), and the YWCA Evanston/North Shore. FAN is grateful for the support of its 2017-18 annual sponsors
Compass Health Center, Evanston Township High School D202, New Trier High School D203, the Martin & Mary L. Boyer
Foundation, Magnetar Capital, and Tina & Byron Trott; strategic partners Acclaim Media, the Butler Family Foundation,
Center for Talent Development at Northwestern University, Connections for the Homeless, Curt’s Café, Envestnet, Erikson
Institute, Evanston/Skokie D65, the Finnegan Family Foundation, Grosvenor Capital Management, Hackstudio, Loyola
University Chicago School of Law, the Mammel Foundation, the Master of Science in Education Program at the School of
Education and Social Policy at Northwestern University, the McGaw YMCA, New Trier Parents’ Association, North Shore
Community Bank, Northern Suburban Special Education District (NSSED), Northwestern University, R4 Services, LLC, The
Book Stall at Chestnut Court, The Family Institute at Northwestern University, Youth & Opportunity United (Y.0.U.), and
YWCA Evanston/North Shore; and in-kind sponsors Kirkland & Ellis LLP and Turing Group.
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