FAN

FAMILY ACTION NETWORK

Free and open to the public. Suitable for ages 12+
INFO: familyactionnetwork.net
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M YOUTH ADYOCACY YOUTH & OPPORTUNITY UNITED

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: ROBERT D. PUTNAM, Ph.D.
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net

Friday, April 29, 2016, Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis, 7:00 PM, Evanston
Township High School Auditorium, 1600 Dodge Ave., Evanston, 60201. It's the American
dream: get a good education, work hard, buy a house, and achieve prosperity and success. This is the
America we believe in—a nation of opportunity, constrained only by ability and effort. But during the last
twenty-five years we have seen a disturbing “opportunity gap” emerge. Americans have always believed in
equality of opportunity, the idea that all kids, regardless of their family background, should have a decent
chance to improve their lot in life. But now this central tenet of the American dream seems no longer true
or at the least, much less true than it was.

In his latest bestselling book Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis, Robert D. Putnam, Ph.D. shows
that America has been veering further away from equality of opportunity for several decades, and the
recent trends presage a collapse on social mobility rates in the decades ahead. The American Dream is
increasingly out of reach for lower income students. Shockingly, smart poor kids (lower third of parental
income, top third in test scores) have less chance of graduating from college than not-so-smart rich kids
(upper third of parental income, bottom third in test scores).

Prof. Putnam is the Peter and Isabel Malkin Professor of Public Policy at the Harvard
University John F. Kennedy School of Government. He has received numerous scholarly honors,
including the Skytte Prize, the most prestigious global award in political science, and the National
Humanities Medal, the nation’s highest honor for contributions to the humanities. He has written fourteen
books, including Bowling Alone and Making Democracy Work, both among the most cited publications in
the social sciences in the last half-century. He has consulted for the last three American presidents, the
last three British prime ministers, the last French president, prime ministers from Ireland to Singapore, and
hundreds of grassroots leaders and activists in many countries. The Sunday Times of London has called
him “the most influential academic in the world.”

Sponsored by Family Action Network (FAN), in partnership with the James B. Moran Center for
Youth Advocacy, Roycemore School, and Youth & Opportunity United (Y.0.U.). FAN is grateful
for the support of its 2015-16 annual sponsors Compass Health Center, Erikson Institute,
Evanston Township High School D202, Make It Better Foundation, New Trier High School
D203, Pathways.org, the Martin & Mary L. Boyer Foundation, the Mammel Foundation, and
Tina & Byron Trott; our strategic partners Acclaim Media, Center for Talent Development at
Northwestern University, Curt’s Café, Evanston/Skokie D65, Hackstudio, Loyola University
Chicago School of Law, the Master of Science in Education Program at the School of
Education and Social Policy at Northwestern University, New Trier Parents’ Association,
North Shore Community Bank, Northern Suburban Special Education District (NSSED),
ReDefined Fitness, The Book Stall at Chestnut Court, The Family Institute at Northwestern
University, Youth & Opportunity United (Y.0.U.), and the YWCA Evanston/North Shore; and
our in-kind sponsors Deloitte, Kirkland & Ellis LLP and Turing Group.
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