FAN

FAMILY ACTION NETWORK

Wednesday, May 21, 2014

Event #1 (educator focus):

“Autism and My Sensory-Based World”

4:00 PM
New Trier High School/Winnetka, Gaffney Auditorium
385 Winnetka Ave., Winnetka

Event #2 (general public):
“Different Kinds of Minds”

With Eustacia Cutler, Dr. Grandin’s mother
Q&A by Molly Losh, Ph.D., Northwestern University

7:30 PM
Welsh-Ryan Arena, Northwestern University

2705 Ashland Ave., Evanston

Registration requested for evening event:
http://bitly.com/GrandinEvent

Free and open to the public.
CPDUs available at both events.
INFO: familyactionnetwork.net
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Center for Independent FuturesFOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: Dee Fortson, FAN Communications Chair, jdfortson@sbcglobal.net

Skill Champ

Wednesday, May 21, 2014, Different Kinds of Minds, 7:30 PM, Welsh-Ryan Arena,
Northwestern University, 2705 Ashland Ave., Evanston, 60201. Please note later-
than-usual start time for this event. Temple Grandin, Ph.D. didn't talk until she was three
and a half years old, communicating her frustration instead by screaming, peeping, and humming. In
1950, she was diagnosed with autism and her parents were told she should be institutionalized. She
tells of “groping her way from the far side of darkness” in her book Emergence: Labeled Autistic, a
book which stunned the world because, until its publication, most professionals and parents assumed
that an autism diagnosis was virtually a death sentence to achievement or productivity in life. Dr.
Grandin is now the most accomplished and well-known adult with autism in the world, and due in part
to the Emmy-winning 2010 HBO docudrama based on her life, starring Claire Danes, she has become
a pop-culture icon. She presently works as a Professor of Animal Science at Colorado State
University, having designed the facilities in which half the cattle are handled in the United States.
She lectures around the world with a message that rigid academic and social expectations could wind
up stifling differently-abled brains. She urges that parents work on building up strengths in their
children with autism, rather than become obsessed with the deficits.

This event is made unique by the addition of Eustacia Cutler, Dr. Grandin’s mother, who will take
the floor first with a talk about raising Dr. Grandin. Ms. Cutler, a Harvard University alum, is the author
of A Thorn in My Pocket: Temple Grandin’s Mother Tells the Family Story. Molly Losh, Ph.D.,
Principal Investigator of the Neurodevelopmental Disorders Laboratory at
Northwestern University will pose questions to both women at the conclusion of their
presentations. In order to plan appropriately, registration for the evening program is
requested at http://bitly.com/GrandinEvent. All seating is first come, first served at
both events.

BONUS EVENT FOR EDUCATORS! Wednesday, May 21, 2014, Autism and My Sensory-
Based World, 4:00 PM, New Trier High School, Winnetka Campus, Gaffney Auditorium,
385 Winnetka Ave., Winnetka, 60093. Temple Grandin, Ph.D. will speak to educators in
the afternoon with a selection of topics from her books The Autistic Brain: Thinking Across the
Spectrum, The Way | See It: A Personal Look at Autism and Asperger’s, and Different ... Not Less.

Sponsored by Family Action Network (FAN), in partnership with the Center for Independent
Futures, Chicago Botanic Garden, Have Dreams, Highcrest Middle School, Institute for
Therapy Through the Arts, Lake Shore Unitarian Society, Master of Science in
Education Program at Northwestern University, Northern Suburban Special Education
District, Pathways, the Roxelyn and Richard Pepper Department of Communication
Sciences and Disorders at Northwestern University, Skill Champ, SociAbility, Special
Education District of Lake County, and Wilmette Junior High School. CPDUs available for
education professionals. Free and open to the public. Visit www.familyactionnetwork.net for more
information. FAN is grateful for the support of its 2013-14 financial sponsors Compass Health
Center, Evanston Township High School D202, Evanston/Skokie D65, New Trier High
School D203, North Shore Community Bank, North Suburban YMCA, Northbrook
Citizens for Drug and Alcohol Awareness (NCDAA), The Family Institute at
Northwestern University, the Martin & Mary L. Boyer Foundation, the Mammel
Foundation, and Tina & Byron Trott, along with our in-kind sponsors Acclaim Media, The
Book Stall at Chestnut Court, and Turing Group.
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