
Stranger Care: A Memoir of Loving What Isn’t Ours
Sarah Sentilles

Writer, teacher, critical theorist, scholar of religion, and author of many books, including Draw Your Weapons and Stranger Care.

Sally Field
Two-time Academy Award and three-time Emmy Award winning actor and author of the memoir In Pieces.

Wednesday, May 5, 2021, 7:00 PM Central
wwwww.bit.ly/SentillesFANWebinar

PLUS: After-Hours Event!
Purchase a copy of Stranger Care from FAN's partner bookseller The Book Stall to receive a link to
an interactive “After-Hours” event hosted by Ms. Sentilles. Details on the webinar registration page.

Presented by Family Action Network (FAN),
Catherine Cook School, Christ Church Winnetka, Compass Health Center, Family Service of Glencoe,
Fusion Academy, Loyola Academy, Mindful Psychology Associates, North Shore Country Day School,
Regina Dominican High School, Roycemore School, Sacred Heart Schools, Science andRegina Dominican High School, Roycemore School, Sacred Heart Schools, Science and Arts Academy,

Stevenson High School D125, VillageMD, Wolcott College Prep, and Wintrust Bank.
This event is #freeandopentothepublic and will be recorded. Suitable for youth 12+. familyactionnetwork.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: SARAH SENTILLES 
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net 
 
Wednesday, May 5, 2021, 7:00-8:00 PM, Stranger Care: A Memoir of Loving What Isn't Ours, a FAN webinar 
featuring Sarah Sentilles, in conversation with Sally Field. 
 
REGISTER:  www.bit.ly/SentillesFANWebinar. 
 
BONUS AFTER-HOURS EVENT: Attendees who purchase a copy of Stranger Care from FAN's partner 
bookseller The Book Stall are invited to attend an AFTER-HOURS event hosted by Ms. Sentilles that will start 
immediately after the webinar. Details on the webinar registration page. 
 
After their decision not to have a biological child, Sarah Sentilles and her husband, Eric, decide to adopt via 
the foster care system. Despite knowing that the system’s goal is the child’s reunification with the birth 
family, they open their home to a flurry of social workers who question them, evaluate them, and ultimately 
prepare them to welcome a child into their lives—even if it means most likely having to give the child back. 
After years of starts and stops, and endless navigation of the complexities and injustices of the foster care 
system, a phone call finally comes: a three-day-old baby girl named Coco, in immediate need of a foster 
family. Sarah and Eric bring this newborn stranger home. 
 
Stranger Care: A Memoir of Loving What Isn’t Ours chronicles Ms. Sentilles’ discovery of what it means to 
mother—in this case, not just a vulnerable infant but the birth mother who loves her, too. Ultimately, Coco’s 
story reminds us that we depend on family, and that family can take different forms. With prose that Nick 
Flynn has called “fearless, stirring, rhythmic,” Ms. Sentilles lays bare an intimate and powerful story. 
 
Ms. Sentilles is a writer, teacher, critical theorist, scholar of religion, and author of many books, including 
Draw Your Weapons, which won the 2018 PEN Award for Creative Nonfiction. Her writing has appeared in 
The New York Times, The New Yorker, Oprah Magazine, Ms., Religion Dispatches, Oregon ArtsWatch, and 
the Los Angeles Review of Books, among other publications. She earned a bachelor's degree at Yale and 
master's and doctoral degrees at Harvard. She is the co-founder of the Alliance of Idaho, which works to 
protect the human rights of immigrants by engaging in education, outreach, and advocacy at local, state, 
and national levels. 
 
Ms. Sentilles will be in conversation with Sally Field, the two-time Academy Award and three-time Emmy 
Award winning actor who has portrayed dozens of iconic roles on both the large and small screens. In 2012, 
she was inducted into the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and in 2015 she was honored by 
President Obama with the National Medal of Arts. 
 
This event suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded and available later on our website and YouTube channel. 
 
Sponsored by Family Action Network (FAN), in partnership with Catherine Cook School, Christ Church 
Winnetka, Compass Health Center, Family Service of Glencoe, Fusion Academy, Loyola Academy, Mindful 
Psychology Associates, North Shore Country Day School, Regina Dominican High School, Roycemore School, 
Sacred Heart Schools, Science and Arts Academy, Stevenson High School D125, VillageMD, Wolcott College 
Prep, and Wintrust Bank. 


