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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: ERIC GARCIA 
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net 
 
Monday, September 20, 2021, 7:00-8:00 PM, We're Not Broken: Changing the Autism Conversation, a FAN 
webinar featuring Eric Garcia, in conversation with Steve Silberman. 
 
REGISTER:  www.bit.ly/GarciaFANWebinar. 
 
BONUS AFTER-HOURS EVENT: Attendees who purchase a copy of We’re Not Broken from FAN's partner 
bookseller The Book Stall are invited to attend an AFTER-HOURS event hosted by Mr. Garcia and Mr. 
Silberman that will start immediately after the webinar. Details on the webinar registration page. 
 
With a reporter’s eye and an insider’s perspective, journalist Eric Garcia chronicles the state of autism in 
America in his new book, We’re Not Broken: Changing the Autism Conversation. Part manifesto, part memoir, 
and part reported essay, We’re Not Broken sees Mr. Garcia weave together personal anecdotes, interviews, 
and the latest scientific research to debunk the most pernicious misconceptions about autism and show that 
autistic people are everywhere — from dating apps to workplaces to Congress — and deserve to have a say 
in the policies and structures shaping their lives. 
 
Mr. Garcia presents a comprehensive survey of autism in the U.S., incorporating the perspectives of autistic 
people from all walks of life in addition to sharing his experiences as an autistic journalist working at high-
profile news outlets in Washington, D.C. He illustrates how autistic people wrestle with education, workplace, 
and healthcare systems that weren’t built for them and dispels harmful myths, including the belief that 
autism is caused by vaccines and the misconception that autistic people don’t date. Most importantly, he 
puts into writing what so many autistic people have been saying for years: autism is a part of their identity, 
and they don’t need to be fixed. 
 
Mr. Garcia is a senior Washington correspondent at The Independent. Previously, he was an assistant editor 
at the Washington Post's Outlook section and an associate editor at The Hill and a correspondent for National 
Journal, MarketWatch and Roll Call. 
 
Mr. Garcia will be in conversation with award-winning science writer Steve Silberman (FAN ’15), author of 
the 2105 book NeuroTribes: The Legacy of Autism and the Future of Neurodiversity, which won the 2015 
Samuel Johnson prize for non-fiction, and has been translated into 23 languages. 
 
This event suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded and available later on our website and YouTube channel. 
 
Sponsored by Family Action Network (FAN), in partnership with Beacon Academy, Bennett Day School, 
Catherine Cook School, Christ Church Winnetka, Compass Health Center, Connections for the Homeless, 
Countryside Day School, Evanston Township High School D202, Family Service Center, Foundation 65, 
Francis W. Parker School, Fusion Academy, Glencoe D35, Haven Youth and Family Services, Lake Bluff D65, 
Lake Forest Academy, Mindful Psychology Associates, Near North Montessori School, New Trier High School 
D203, New Trier Parents' Association, North Shore Country Day, Pope John XXIII School, Regina Dominican 
High School, Rogers Park Montessori School, Roycemore School, Sacred Heart Schools, School of Education 
and Social Policy at Northwestern University, Science & Arts Academy, St. Athanasius School, Stevenson 
High School D125, The Alliance for Early Childhood, Winnetka D36, and Woodlands Academy. 
 


