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Bestselling author of 2015’s Thirty Million Words: Building a Child’s Brain.

Angela Duckworth, Ph.D.
Founder and CEO, Character Lab. Rosa Lee and Egbert Chang ProfessoFounder and CEO, Character Lab. Rosa Lee and Egbert Chang Professor, University of Pennsylvania.

Author of the #1 New York Times bestseller Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance.

Thursday, April 28, 2022, 7:00 PM Central
www.bit.ly/SuskindFANWebinar

PLUS: After-Hours Event!
Purchase a copy of Parent Nation from FAN's partner bookseller The Book Stall to receive a link to
an interactive “After-Hours” event hosted by Suskind. Details on the webinar registration page.
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This event is #freeandopentothepublic and will be recorded. Suitable for youth 12+  familyactionnetwork.net



                                

                                

                             

 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: DANA SUSKIND, M.D. 
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net 
 
Thursday, April 28, 2022, 7:00-8:00 PM, Parent Nation: Unlocking Every Child's Potential, Fulfilling Society's 
Promise, a FAN webinar featuring Dana Suskind, MD in conversation with Angela Duckworth, Ph.D. 
 
REGISTER:  www.bit.ly/SuskindFANWebinar 
 
BONUS AFTER-HOURS EVENT: Attendees who purchase a copy of Parent Nation from FAN's partner bookseller 
The Book Stall are invited to attend an AFTER-HOURS event hosted by Dr. Suskind that will start immediately after 
the webinar. Details on the webinar registration page. 
 
Rarely in our private or political debates over the gig economy is the science of early childhood development 
mentioned. Nor do we tend to reference babies’ brains in discussions of national security, housing, declining 
wages for blue-collar workers, racial justice, or gender equity. 
 
In her revelatory new book Parent Nation: Unlocking Every Child’s Potential, Fulfilling Society’s Promise, Dana 
Suskind, M.D. reveals why it is crucial we change this. A world-class pediatric surgeon, social scientist, and the 
bestselling author of Thirty Million Words, Dr. Suskind proposes a radical approach to building a prosperous and 
equitable future across all spheres of life: We must make healthy brain development the organizing principle 
around which our society is oriented. We must elevate our expectations for how society supports parents, the first 
and most important architects of children’s brains. Neuroscience shows that 85 percent of human brain 
development occurs in the first five years of life. But it’s neither appropriate nor realistic to expect parents alone 
to act on this science. 
 
Sufficient nurturing is only possible when parents have the necessary time, guidance, capital, safety, and security. 
Dr. Suskind shows how our systems and policies directly aid or inhibit this process—and, therefore, affect its long-
term outcomes. When institutions are designed to help parents facilitate healthy brain development in their 
children, those institutions grow stronger over time, boosted by the ensuing generations of healthy and productive 
citizens. But when we fail to prioritize parents, children, and development, our institutions languish, and so do we 
all. Dr. Suskind invites us to envision a society wherein parents forge a communal identity, imbued with empathy 
and capable of creating sustainable change. 
 
Dr. Suskind is the founder and co-director (with John List, Ph.D., FAN ’22) of the TMW Center for Early Learning + 
Public Health, director of the Pediatric Cochlear Implant Program, and Professor of Surgery and Pediatrics at the 
University of Chicago. She will be in conversation with Angela Duckworth, Ph.D., (FAN '12 and '16), founder and 
CEO of Character Lab, Rosa Lee and Egbert Chang Professor at the University of Pennsylvania, faculty co-director 
at Behavior Change for Good, and faculty co-director of Wharton People Analytics. 
 
This event suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded and available on our website and YouTube channel. 
 
Sponsored by Family Action Network (FAN), in partnership with Bennett Day School, Catherine Cook School, 
Chiaravalle Montessori School, Christ Church Winnetka, Compass Health Center, Countryside Day School, 
Evanston Township High School D202, Family Service Center, Family Service of Glencoe, Foundation 65, Francis 
W. Parker School, Glencoe D35, Haven Youth and Family Services, Hyde Park Day School, Kenilworth D38, Lake 
Bluff D65, Lake Forest Academy, Lake Michigan Association of Independent Schools, Loyola Academy, Near 
North Montessori School, New Trier High School D203, New Trier Parents' Association, North Shore Country Day, 
Regina Dominican High School, Roycemore School, Sacred Heart Schools, School of Education and Social Policy 
at Northwestern University, Science & Arts Academy, St. Athanasius School, Stevenson High School D125, The 
Avery Coonley School, University of Chicago Laboratory Schools Parents' Association, and Woodlands Academy. 
 


