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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: ANYA KAMENETZ – ON ZOOM 
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net 
 
Tuesday, October 18, 2022, 7:00-8:00 PM, The Stolen Year: How Covid Changed Children's Lives, and Where 
We Go Now, a FAN webinar featuring Anya Kamenetz, in conversation with Sarah Karp. 
 
REGISTER:  www.bit.ly/KamenetzFANWebinar. 
 
BONUS AFTER-HOURS EVENT: Attendees who purchase a copy of The Stolen Year from FAN's partner 
bookseller The Book Stall are invited to attend an AFTER-HOURS event hosted by Kamenetz that will start 
immediately after the webinar. Details on the webinar registration page. 
 
The pandemic has touched almost every aspect of our lives. Some of the most lasting harm was visited on 
children. The childcare system in America collapsed, mothers were driven from the workforce, in the early 
days children went hungry in record numbers, and the bulk of our schools remained closed longer than our 
peer countries. Though it is segregated, inequitable, and starved for resources, the American school system 
is the biggest, most reliable social welfare institution for 50 million children. When schools were abruptly 
shut, children missed basic medical care like vaccinations. Depression, anxiety, suicidality, obesity, eating 
disorders, and diabetes climbed. Two years into the pandemic, many of our schools are still struggling to 
keep school staffed and students healthy, safe, and cared for. 
 
Education reporter Anya Kamenetz (FAN ’15, ’18) explores these questions in her new book The Stolen Year: 
How Covid Changed Children’s Lives, and Where We Go Now, showing how the last true social safety net—
the public school system—was decimated by the pandemic, and how years of short-sighted political decisions 
have failed to put our children first. Kamenetz has won multiple awards for her reporting on education, 
technology, and innovation and is the author of four previous books: Generation Debt, DIY U, The Test, and 
The Art of Screen Time. 
 
Kamenetz will be in conversation with Sarah Karp, a reporter focused on education, children, and families 
at NPR-affiliate WBEZ. 
 
This event suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded and available on our website and YouTube channel. 
 
Sponsored by Family Action Network (FAN), in partnership with Baker Demonstration School, Barrington 
D220, Beacon Academy, Brickton Montessori School, Catherine Cook School, Chicago Jewish Day School, 
Compass Health Center, Countryside Day School, Evanston Scholars, Evanston Township High School D202, 
Family Service Center, Family Service of Glencoe, Foundation 65, Francis W. Parker School, Glencoe D35, 
Gorton Community Center, Haven Youth and Family Services, Hyde Park Day School, Lake Bluff D65, Lake 
Forest Academy, Lake Forest Country Day School, Lake Michigan Association of Independent Schools, Latin 
School of Chicago, Mindful Psychology Associates, Near North Montessori School, New Trier High School 
D203, New Trier Parents' Association, North Shore Country Day, Northwestern University School of 
Education and Social Policy, Pope John XXIII School, Rebel Human, Regina Dominican High School, Rogers 
Park Montessori School, Roycemore School, Sacred Heart Schools, Science & Arts Academy, Stevenson 
High School D125, The Alliance for Early Childhood, The Avery Coonley School, The Family Institute at 
Northwestern University, University of Chicago Crown Family School of Social Work, Policy, and Practice, 
University of Chicago Laboratory Schools Parents' Association, Wintrust Financial, and Wolcott College Prep. 


