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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: TEMPLE GRANDIN, Ph.D. - IN-PERSON EVENT
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net

Thursday, October 20, 2022, 7:00 PM, Visual Thinking: The Hidden Gifts of People Who Think in Pictures,
Patterns, and Abstractions, Evanston Township High School Auditorium, 1600 Dodge Ave., IL 60201. NOTE:
No registration or proof of vaccination is required. Masks are recommended but not required.

SUBMIT A QUESTION TO TEMPLE GRANDIN: https://bit.ly/AskTempleGrandin

Visual thinkers see images in their mind’s eye - they include everyone from the photorealist-inclined “object
visualizers” with a knack for design and problem solving, to the more mathematically inclined, who excel at
abstraction, pattern recognition, and systemic thinking. Even though visual thinkers constitute a far greater
proportion of the population than previously believed, we live in a language-dominated world that tends to
sideline visual thinkers, screening them out at school and passing over them in the workplace. In the new
landmark book Visual Thinking: The Hidden Gifts of People Who Think in Pictures, Patterns, and Abstractions,
New York Times bestselling author, autism activist, and scientist Temple Grandin, Ph.D. (FAN '14) explores
cutting-edge research to take us inside the world of visual thinking, reframing the conversation on
neurodiversity and showing how necessary different types of thinkers are essential for our collective well-
being.

Whether by transforming how we think about autism or through her work on animal behavior, Dr. Grandin
has never stopped following—and driving—the research on what makes minds tick. A professor of animal
science at Colorado State University and the author of the New York Times bestsellers Animals in Translation,
Animals Make Us Human, and The Autistic Brain, her bestselling memoir Thinking in Pictures (later turned
into an award-winning biopic staring Claire Danes) broke ground on neurodiversity, transforming scientific
investigation and public understanding. In Visual Thinking she again leads the way, distilling the latest
research, redirecting the conversation, and showing the path forward in her mission to celebrate the different
ways our brains are wired, to advocate for the conditions that will let visual thinkers thrive, and to recognize
the advantages that follow for us all.

This event suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded but not livestreamed and will be available on our website
and YouTube channel.

Sponsored by Family Action Network (FAN), in partnership with Baker Demonstration School, Barrington D220,
Beacon Academy, Brickton Montessori School, Catherine Cook School, Chiaravalle Montessori School, Chicago
Jewish Day School, Compass Health Center, Countryside Day School, Evanston Scholars, Evanston Township High
School D202, Family Service Center, Foundation 65, Francis W. Parker School, Glencoe D35, Gorton Community
Center, Haven Youth and Family Services, Hyde Park Day School, Lake Bluff D65, Lake Michigan Association of
Independent Schools, Latin School of Chicago, Loyola Academy, Magnetar Capital, Mindful Psychology
Associates, New Trier High School D203, New Trier Parents' Association, North Shore Country Day, Northwestern
University School of Education and Social Policy, Rebel Human, Regina Dominican High School, Rogers Park
Montessori School, Roycemore School, Sacred Heart Schools, Santa Clara University School of Law, Science &
Arts Academy, Stevenson High School D125, The Alliance for Early Childhood, The Avery Coonley School, The
Cove School, The Family Institute at Northwestern University, University of Chicago Crown Family School of Social
Work, Policy, and Practice, Wilmette Public Library, Winnetka-Northfield Public Library District, and Woodlands
Academy.



