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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: MYISHA CHERRY, PH.D. – ON ZOOM 
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net 
 
Thursday, October 5, 2023, 7:00 PM, Failures of Forgiveness: What We Get Wrong and How to Do Better, a 
FAN webinar featuring Myisha Cherry, Ph.D., in conversation with Danté Stewart. 
 
REGISTER:  www.bit.ly/CherryFANWebinar. 
 
BONUS AFTER-HOURS EVENT: Attendees who purchase a copy of Failures of Forgiveness from FAN's partner 
bookseller The Book Stall are invited to attend an AFTER-HOURS event hosted by Prof. Cherry and Mr. Stewart 
that will start immediately after the webinar. Details on the webinar registration page. 
 
Myisha Cherry, Ph.D.’s investigation of forgiveness began after the mass shooting at Emanuel A.M.E. Church in 
Charleston, South Carolina, when some who had lost loved ones forgave what seemed unforgiveable. She was 
troubled by observers who focused on this “inspiring” response over the racial hatred that led to this tragedy. As 
associate professor of philosophy at the University of California, Riverside, where she also directs the Emotion 
and Society Lab, she was moved to pin down the potential and pitfalls of how we make amends—to provide 
careful, moral prescriptions.  
 
Prof. Cherry’s new book, Failures of Forgiveness: What We Get Wrong and How to Do Better is a reckoning 
with widespread, wrongheaded beliefs. She examines how forgiveness can go wrong in families, between 
friends, at work, in the media, and in politics. Prof. Cherry addresses forgiveness and race, cancelling versus 
forgiving, forgiving yourself, and more. She argues that we can forgive and still be angry; there can be good 
reasons not to forgive; and forgiving a wrong without tackling root causes solves nothing. 
 
Providing new pathways to think about the ways we expect and react to wrongdoing, Prof. Cherry offers in-depth 
advice and takeaways, including 1) Forgiveness entails forgivers, withholders, and requestors, not just villains 
and victims; 2) Forgiveness is not an action or a process, but rather a set of moral practices; 3) It can end with 
relief, release, or reconciliation; and 4) Forgiveness will not save us but changing our relationship with it will get 
us closer to saving ourselves.  
 
Prof. Cherry is the author of The Case for Rage: Why Anger Is Essential to Anti-Racist Struggle and UnMuted: 
Conversations on Prejudice, Oppression, and Social Justice, which draws on her popular podcast UnMute. She 
will be in conversation with Danté Stewart, is a theologian, essayist, cultural critic, and author of Shoutin' In The 
Fire: An American Epistle.  
 
This event suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded and available on FAN’s website and YouTube channel.  
 
Sponsored by Family Action Network (FAN), in partnership with The Alliance for Early Childhood, The Avery Coonley 
School, Baker Demonstration School, Beacon Academy, Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School, Brickton Montessori 
School, Catherine Cook School, Chicago Jewish Day School, Compass Health Center, Connections for the 
Homeless, Evanston Township High School D202, The Family Institute at Northwestern University, Family Service 
Center, Foundation 65, The Frances Xavier Warde School, Francis W. Parker School, Glencoe D35, Gorton Center, 
Grayslake Community High School D127, Haven Youth and Family Services, Hyde Park Day School, Kenilworth 
D38, Lake Bluff D65, Lake Forest Country Day School, Lake Michigan Association of Independent Schools, Latin 
School of Chicago, Leo Catholic High School, Loyola Academy, Lycée Français de Chicago, Mindful Psychology 
Associates, Morgan Park Academy, New Trier High School D203, New Trier Parents' Association, North Shore 
Country Day, Northwestern University Office of Neighborhood and Community Relations, Northwestern University 
School of Education and Social Policy, Pope John XXIII School, Rebel Human, Regina Dominican High School, 
Resurrection College Prep High School, Rogers Park Montessori School, Roycemore School, Sacred Heart Schools, 
Santa Clara University School of Law, Science & Arts Academy, Stevenson High School D125, University of Chicago 
Crown Family School of Social Work, Policy, and Practice, and the Winnetka-Northfield Public Library District. 


