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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: ROSS GAY – IN-PERSON 
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net 
 
Tuesday, October 3, 2023, 7:00 PM, The Book of (More) Delights: A Conversation with Ross Gay, Evanston 
Township High School Auditorium, 1600 Dodge Ave, Evanston, IL 60201. Interviewer: Adrian Matejka. NOTE: 
First 200 households will receive a free copy of The Book of (More) Delights. Books will also be on sale. No 
registration required. 
 
Until recently, Ross Gay was predominantly known as a highly decorated and accomplished poet whose accolades 
included a National Book Critics Circle Award and National Book Award finalist distinction. With his first prose title, 
the bestselling The Book of Delights, he struck a collective chord in short essays that celebrated the often 
unexamined but profound pleasures of daily life, even amid the enormous challenges of our contemporary world. 

Adept at making a bounty out of the everyday, Gay again gives voice to the human desire for joy with The Book of 
(More) Delights, a timely reminder that delight exists all around us, if we take the time to look for it. And even as 
he acknowledges racism, consumerism, climate change, and individual pain—the forces that endanger joy—he 
shows us that our shared sorrow can bring us together. These new essays, also written over the course of a year, 
are resonant and linguistically exquisite―required reading for anyone who has ever had a bad day. Which is to 
say, all of us. 

Yet as much as these joyous essays proclaim yes; they at times declare no—because for Gay, practicing delight 
can also be an act of defiance in a broken world. “We’ve been mandated, over the past several years, to be 
suspicious of one another,” Gay writes. “To regard each other as potential vectors of doom. These essays refuse 
that, and refuse those who would convince us to do so, by wondering instead, and sometimes militantly, what if 
we regarded each other as potential vectors of delight?” 

Mr. Gay will be in conversation with Adrian Matejka, an award-winning poet and editor of Poetry magazine. His 
poetry collections include The Devil’s Garden, Mixology, The Big Smoke, Map to the Stars, and Somebody Else 
Sold the World. Matejka’s other honors are the Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana Authors Award, the Julia Peterkin 
Award, and fellowships from the Academy of American Poets, the Guggenheim Foundation, the Lannan 
Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Rockefeller Foundation, and a Simon Fellowship from United 
States Artists. He served as Poet Laureate of the state of Indiana in 2018-19. 
 
This event is suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded but not livestreamed and will be available on FAN’s website 
and YouTube channel.  
 
Sponsored by Family Action Network (FAN), in partnership with The Alliance for Early Childhood, The Avery Coonley 
School, Baker Demonstration School, Beacon Academy, Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School, Catherine Cook 
School, Chiaravalle Montessori School, Chicago Jewish Day School, Compass Health Center, The Cove School, 
Evanston Township High School D202, The Family Institute at Northwestern University, Family Service Center, 
Francis W. Parker School, Gorton Center, Grayslake Community High School D127, Hyde Park Day School, 
Kenilworth D38, Lake Bluff D65, Lake Forest Country Day School, Lake Michigan Association of Independent 
Schools, Latin School of Chicago, Leo Catholic High School, Loyola Academy, Lycée Français de Chicago, Mindful 
Psychology Associates, New Trier High School D203, New Trier Parents' Association, North Shore Country Day, 
Northwestern University Office of Neighborhood and Community Relations, Northwestern University School of 
Education and Social Policy, Rebel Human, Regina Dominican High School, Resurrection College Prep High School, 
Rogers Park Montessori School, Roycemore School, Sacred Heart Schools, Santa Clara University School of Law, 
Science & Arts Academy, Stevenson High School D125, Winnetka-Northfield Public Library District, and Youth & 
Opportunity United. 


