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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: ANUPAM BAPU JENA, MD, PH.D. – ON ZOOM 
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net 
 
Tuesday, September 19, 2023, 7:00 PM, Random Acts of Medicine: The Hidden Forces That Sway 
Doctors, Impact Patients, and Shape Our Health, a FAN webinar featuring Anupam Bapu Jena, MD. Ph.D., 
in conversation with Robert Kolker. 
 
BONUS BOOK GIVEAWAY! We are giving away copies of Random Acts of Medicine to randomly selected 
Zoom attendees. Details on the webinar registration page. 
 
REGISTER:  www.bit.ly/JenaFANWebinar. 
 
Why do kids born in the summer get diagnosed more often with ADHD and the flu? How are marathons 
harmful for your health, even when you're not running? What do surgeons and salesmen have in common? 
Which annual event made people 30 percent more likely to get COVID-19? As a University of Chicago-trained 
economist and Harvard medical school professor and doctor, Anupam Bapu Jena, MD, Ph.D. is uniquely 
equipped to answer these questions. 
 
In Random Acts of Medicine: The Hidden Forces That Sway Doctors, Impact Patients, and Shape Our 
Health, Dr. Jena and his co-author Christopher Worsham, MD show us how medicine really work and its 
effect on all of us. In the spirit of Freakonomics and Noise, this singular work combines popular topics like 
behavioral science, health, and medicine through the lens of economic principles and big data insights to 
reveal the unexpected but predictable events that profoundly affect our health. Relying on ingeniously 
devised natural experiments—random events that unknowingly turn us into experimental subjects—the 
authors help us gain a better understanding of how medicine is practiced and how it could work better. 
 
Dr. Jena is the Joseph P. Newhouse Professor of Health Care Policy at Harvard Medical School and a 
physician in the Department of Medicine at Massachusetts General Hospital. He is also a faculty research 
fellow at the National Bureau of Economic Research. As an economist and physician, Dr. Jena’s research 
involves several areas of health economics and policy including the use of natural experiments in health 
care, the economics of physician behavior and the physician workforce, medical malpractice, the economics 
of health care productivity, and the economics of medical innovation. 
  
Dr. Jena will be in conversation with award-winning journalist Robert Kolker, the author of several 
bestsellers, among them Hidden Valley Road, an instant #1 New York Times bestseller and a selection of 
Oprah's Book Club that was named a Top Ten Book of the Year by the New York Times, the Washington Post, 
the Wall Street Journal, and Slate. 
 
This event suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded and available on FAN’s website and YouTube channel.  
 
Sponsored by Family Action Network (FAN), in partnership with The Avery Coonley School, Beacon Academy, 
Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School, Catherine Cook School, Chicago Jewish Day School, Compass Health 
Center, Evanston Township High School D202, The Family Institute at Northwestern University, Family Service 
Center, The Frances Xavier Warde School, Francis W. Parker School, Gorton Center, Hyde Park Day School, 
Lake Forest Country Day School, Latin School of Chicago, Leo Catholic High School, Mindful Psychology 
Associates, New Trier High School D203, New Trier Parents' Association, North Shore Country Day, 
Northwestern University Office of Neighborhood and Community Relations, Northwestern University School 
of Education and Social Policy, Rebel Human, Regina Dominican High School, Resurrection College Prep High 
School, Rogers Park Montessori School, Roycemore School, Sacred Heart Schools, Santa Clara University 
School of Law, Science & Arts Academy, Stevenson High School D125, University of Chicago Crown Family 
School of Social Work, Policy, and Practice, and the Winnetka-Northfield Public Library District. 


