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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: JARED COHEN – ON ZOOM 
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net 
 
Monday, March 11, 2024, 7:00 PM, Life After Power: Seven Presidents and Their Search for Purpose 
Beyond the White House, a FAN webinar featuring Jared Cohen, in conversation with Elise Jordan. 
 
REGISTER:  www.bit.ly/JCohenFANWebinar 
 
BONUS AFTER-HOURS EVENT: Attendees who purchase a copy of Life After Power from FAN's partner 
bookseller The Book Stall are invited to attend an AFTER-HOURS event hosted by Cohen that will start 
immediately after the webinar. Details on the webinar registration page. 
 
Former presidents have an unusual place in American life. King George III believed that George 
Washington’s departure after two terms made him “the greatest character of the age.” But Alexander 
Hamilton worried former presidents might “[wander] among the people like ghosts.” They were both right.  
In Life After Power: Seven Presidents and Their Search for Purpose Beyond the White House, New York 
Times bestselling author Jared Cohen tells the stories of seven former presidents, from the Founding to 
today. Each changed history. Each offered lessons about how to decide what to do in the next chapter of 
life. 
 
Thomas Jefferson was the first former president to accomplish great things after the White House, shaping 
public debates and founding the University of Virginia, an accomplishment he included on his tombstone, 
unlike his presidency. John Quincy Adams served in Congress and became a leading abolitionist, passing 
the torch to Abraham Lincoln. Grover Cleveland was the only president in American history to serve a 
nonconsecutive term. William Howard Taft became Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. Herbert Hoover 
shaped the modern conservative movement, led relief efforts after World War II, reorganized the executive 
branch, and reconciled John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon. Jimmy Carter has had the longest post-
presidency in American history, advancing humanitarian causes, human rights, and peace. George W. 
Bush made a clean break from politics, bringing back George Washington’s precedent, and reminding the 
public that the institution of the presidency is bigger than any person. 
 
Cohen will be in conversation with Elise Jordan, a communication strategist, writer, and political analyst 
for NBC News and MSNBC. Her forthcoming history of General Dwight D. Eisenhower and the women who 
worked for him during World War II will be published by Knopf in 2025.  
 
This event suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded and available on FAN’s website and YouTube channel.  
 
Sponsored by Family Action Network (FAN), in partnership with The Avery Coonley School, Bernard Zell Anshe Emet 
Day School, Brickton Montessori School, British International School of Chicago/Lincoln Park, British International 
School of Chicago/South Loop, Catherine Cook School, Chicago Jewish Day School, Compass Health Center, 
Evanston Township HS D202, Family Service Center, The Frances Xavier Warde School, Francis W. Parker School, 
Gorton Center, Grayslake Community High School D127, Hyde Park Day School, Lake Bluff D65, Lake Forest 
Academy, Lake Forest Country Day School, Lake Forest Community High School D115, Lake Michigan Association 
of Independent Schools, Latin School of Chicago, Leo Catholic High School, Loyola Academy, Lycée Français de 
Chicago, New Trier High School D203, New Trier Parents' Association, North Shore Country Day, Northwestern 
University Office of Neighborhood and Community Relations, Northwestern University School of Education and 
Social Policy, Rebel Human, Resurrection College Prep High School, Rogers Park Montessori School, Roycemore 
School, Santa Clara University School of Law, Science & Arts Academy, The Sonia Shankman Orthogenic School, 
Stevenson High School D125, Winnetka-Northfield Public Library District, Woodlands Academy. 


