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The Al Con: How to Fight Big Tech’s Hype
and Create the Future We Want
Emily M. Bender, Ph.D.

Thomas L. and Margo G. Wyckoff Endowed Professor in the Department Linguistics, University of Washington.
Faculty Director of the Computational Linguistics Master of Science program, and Director of the Computational Linguistics Laboratory,

Alex Hanna, Ph.D.

Director of Research at the Distributed Al Research Institute and a Lecturer in the School of Information, University of California Berkeley.

Timnit Gebru, Ph.D.

Founder and Executive Director of the Distributed Al Research Institute.

Monday, May 12, 2025, 7:00 PM CT
Register: www.bit.ly/BHFANWebinar

PLUS: After-Hours Event!

Purchase a copy of The Al Con from FAN's partner bookseller The Book Stall
to receive a link to an interactive “After-Hours” event hosted by Bender and Hanna. Details on the Zoom registration form.

This event is #freeandopentothepublic and will be recorded. Suitable for youth 12+
Presented by FAN and 51 of our member schools and organizations.
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FAN

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: EMILY M. BENDER, Ph.D. and ALEX HANNA, Ph.D. - ON ZOOM
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net

Monday, May 12, 2025, 7:00 PM CT, The Al Con: How to Fight Big Tech’s Hype and Create the Future
We Want, a FAN webinar featuring Emily M. Bender, Ph.D., and Alex Hanna, Ph.D., in conversation with
Timnit Gebru, Ph.D. REGISTER: www.bit.ly/BHFANWebinar

BONUS AFTER-HOURS EVENT: Attendees who purchase a copy The Al Con from FAN's partner bookseller
The Book Stall are invited to attend an AFTER-HOURS event hosted by Bender and Hanna that will start
immediately after the webinar. Details on the webinar registration page.

Is artificial intelligence going to take over the world? Have big tech scientists created an artificial lifeform
that can think on its own? Is it going to put authors, artists, and others out of business? Are we about to
enter an age where computers are better than humans at everything?

The answer to these questions, linguist Emily M. Bender, Ph.D., and sociologist Alex Hanna, Ph.D., make
clear, is “no,” “they wish,” “LOL,” and “definitely not.” This kind of thinking is a symptom of a phenomenon
known as “Al hype.” Hype looks and smells fishy: It twists words and helps the rich get richer by justifying
data theft, motivating surveillance capitalism, and devaluing human creativity to replace meaningful work
with jobs that treat people like machines. In The Al Con: How to Fight Big Tech’s Hype and Create the
Future We Want, Bender and Hanna offer a sharp, witty, and wide-ranging take-down of Al hype across its
many forms.

Bender and Hanna show you how to spot Al hype, how to deconstruct it, and how to expose the power
grabs it aims to hide. Armed with these tools, you will be prepared to push back against Al hype at work, as
a consumer in the marketplace, as a skeptical newsreader, and as a citizen holding policymakers to
account. Together, Bender and Hanna expose Al hype for what it is: a mask for Big Tech’s drive for profit,
with little concern for who it affects.

Bender, a professor of linguistics at the University of Washington, and Hanna, director of research at the
Distributed Al Research Institute (DAIR), will be in conversation with Timnit Gebru, Ph.D., founder and
executive director of DAIR. DAIR is an interdisciplinary and globally distributed Al research institute rooted
in the belief that Al is not inevitable, its harms are preventable, and when its production and deployment
include diverse perspectives and deliberate processes it can be beneficial.

This event suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded and available on FAN’s website and YouTube channel.

Sponsored by FAN, in partnership with The Avery Coonley School, Baker Demonstration School, Beacon
Academy, Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School, Brickton Montessori School. British International School of
Chicago/Lincoln Park, British International School of Chicago/South Loop, Catherine Cook School,
Chiaravalle Montessori School, Chicago Jewish Day School, Compass Health Center, Countryside Day
School, Evanston Township HS D202, The Family Institute at Northwestern University, Family Service
Center, The Frances Xavier Warde School, Francis W. Parker School, Glencoe D35, Glenview Public Library,
Gorton Center, Haven Youth and Family Services, Hyde Park Day School, Illinois Student Assistance
Commission, Kenilworth D38, Lake Bluff D65, Lake Forest Academy, Lake Forest Country Day School, Latin
School of Chicago, Leo Catholic High School, Libertyville D70, Lycée Francais de Chicago, Morgan Park
Academy, New Trier High School D203, North Shore Country Day, Northwestern University Office of
Neighborhood and Community Relations, Northwestern University School of Education and Social Policy,
Pope John XXIll School, Regina Dominican High School, Resurrection College Prep High School, Rogers
Park Montessori School, Roycemore School, Sacred Heart Schools, Santa Clara University School of Law,
Science & Arts Academy, Stevenson High School D125, Township High School D113, University of Chicago
Crown Family School of Social Work, Policy, and Practice, Wilmette Public Library, Woodlands Academy,
Youth & Opportunity United.



