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There Is No Place for Us: Working and Homeless in America 
A FAN in-person keynote address by Brian Goldstone, Ph.D. 
Evanston Township High School Auditorium, 1600 Dodge Ave., Door 6, Evanston, IL 60201 
No registration required. 
 
Book Giveaway: FAN is giving away copies of There Is No Place for Us at the event, while supplies last. 
 
The working homeless. In a country where hard work and determination are supposed to lead to success, 
there is something scandalous about this phrase. But skyrocketing rents, low wages, and a lack of tenant 
rights have produced a startling phenomenon: People with full-time jobs cannot keep a roof over their 
head, especially in America’s booming cities, where rapid growth is leading to catastrophic displacement. 
These families are being forced into homelessness not by a failing economy but a thriving one. 
 
In a gripping and deeply reported book, There Is No Place for Us: Working and Homeless in America, Brian 
Goldstone, Ph.D., plunges readers into the lives of five Atlanta families struggling to remain housed in a 
gentrifying, increasingly unequal city. Maurice and Natalia make a fresh start in the country’s “Black 
Mecca” after being priced out of DC. Kara dreams of starting her own cleaning business while mopping 
floors at a public hospital. Britt scores a coveted housing voucher. Michelle is in school to become a social 
worker. Celeste toils at her warehouse job while undergoing treatment for ovarian cancer. Each of them 
aspires to provide a decent life for their children—and each of them, one by one, joins the ranks of the 
nation’s working homeless. 
 
Through intimate, novelistic portraits, Goldstone reveals the human cost of this crisis, following parents 
and their kids as they go to sleep in cars, or in squalid extended-stay hotel rooms, and head out to their 
jobs and schools the next morning. These are the nation’s hidden homeless, omitted from official statistics, 
and proof that overflowing shelters and street encampments are only the most visible manifestation of a 
far more pervasive problem. 
 
Goldstone is a journalist and author whose longform reporting and essays have appeared in The New York 
Times, Harper’s Magazine, and The New Republic, among other publications. There Is No Place for Us 
was a finalist for the Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction, named one of the 10 Best Books 
of 2025 by The New York Times and The Atlantic, and selected as one of Barack Obama’s favorite books of 
the year. He has a Ph.D. in anthropology from Duke University and was a Mellon Research Fellow at 
Columbia University. In 2021, he was a National Fellow at New America. 
 
This event is suitable for youth ages 12 and up. It will be recorded but not live streamed and available on 
FAN’s website and YouTube channel. 
 
Sponsored by FAN, in partnership with The Avery Coonley School, Avoca D37, Baker Demonstration School, 
Beacon Academy, Bennett Day School, Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School, Brickton Montessori School, British 
International School of Chicago, Catherine Cook School, Compass Health Center, Connections for the Homeless, 
Countryside Day School, Evanston Scholars, Evanston Township HS D202, Family Service Center, Foundation 
65, The Frances Xavier Warde School, Francis W. Parker School, Glencoe D35, Glenview Public Library, Gorton 
Center, Hyde Park Day School, Illinois Student Assistance Commission, Kenilworth D38, Lake Bluff D65, Latin 
School of Chicago, Leo Catholic High School, Libertyville D70, Lycée Français de Chicago, Near North Montessori 
School, North Shore Country Day, Northwestern University Office of Neighborhood and Community Relations, 
Northwestern University School of Education and Social Policy, Pope John XXIII School, Regina Dominican High 
School, Resurrection College Prep High School, Rogers Park Montessori School, Roycemore School, Santa Clara 
University School of Law, Science & Arts Academy, The Sonia Shankman Orthogenic School, Stevenson High 
School D125, Township High School D113, Township High School D214, TrueNorth Educational Cooperative 
#804, Wilmette Public Library, Woodlands Academy, Youth & Opportunity United. 


