Nurturing Connection,
Curiosity & Lifelong Learning
in the Age of Al

Dana Suskind, MD

‘ New York Times Bestselling Author

Human Raised: Nurturing Connection, Curiosity,
and Lifelong Learning in the Age of Al

Dana Suskind, MD

Pediatric cochlear implant surgeon and founder and co-director of the TMW Center for Early Learning + Public Health at the University of Chicago.

Emily Oster, Ph.D.

Esposito Family Goldman Sachs University Professor of Economics at Brown University and CEO of ParentData.

Monday, October 19, 2026, 12:00 PM CT
Register: www.bit.ly/Suskind26FANWebinar

BOOK GIVEAWAY, sponsored by FAN! Details on Zoom registration page.
This event is #freeandopentothepublic and will be recorded. Suitable for youth 12+

Presented by FAN and our member schools and organizations.
familyactionnetwork.net
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The Alliance for Early Childhood + Bennett Day School + Gorton Center + The Hanson Family + Paula Hlavacek
Stephanie & Roger Hochschild + NU/SESP + Santa Clara University School of Law + The Family Institute at Northwestern University




FAN

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: DANA SUSKIND, MD - ON ZOOM
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net

Monday, October 19, 2026 | 12:00 PM CT (Note earlier-than-typical start time)

Human Raised: Nurturing Connection, Curiosity, and Lifelong Learning in the Age of Al
A FAN webinar featuring Dana Suskind, MD, in conversation with Emily Oster, Ph.D.

REGISTER: www.bit.ly/Suskind26FANWebinar

Book Giveaway: FAN is giving away copies of Human Raised to randomly selected Zoom attendees. Details
on the webinar registration page.

Artificial intelligence is already part of family life, invited or not. From smart cribs and baby monitors to Al-
powered toys, tutors, and companions designed for toddlers, innovation has raced ahead of regulation,
leaving parents to make choices that will reverberate for decades without clear, evidence-based guidance.
Throughout human history, we could assume that children were 100 percent “human raised.” As Al's
capabilities surge, that certainty is vanishing.

In Human Raised: Nurturing Connection, Curiosity, and Lifelong Learning in the Age of Al, pediatric
surgeon and early brain development researcher Dana Suskind, MD (FAN "15, '22), sets aside the
qguestion of whether Al is good or bad to ask a more urgent one: what does human development require,
and where does Al help or harm that process? Drawing on decades of research into how human
connection builds the developing brain, she shows that while Al can mimic the surface of interaction, it
cannot replace the messy, deeply human exchanges that build language, attachment, and social
understanding.

Suskind is the founder and co-director of the TMW Center for Early Learning + Public Health at the
University of Chicago, and celebrated New York Times bestselling author of Thirty Million Words: Building a
Child's Brain and Parent Nation: Unlocking Every Child's Potential, Fulfilling Society's Promise.

Suskind will be in conversation with Emily Oster, Ph.D., Esposito Family Goldman Sachs University
Professor of Economics at Brown University, founder and CEO of ParentData, and a New York Times best-
selling author, whose books include Expecting Better, Cribsheet, The Family Firm and most recently, The
Unexpected. She is also the co-creator and co-host of the podcast Wellness, Actually.

This event is suitable for youth ages 12 and up. It will be recorded and available on FAN’s website and
YouTube channel.

Sponsored by FAN, in partnership with The Alliance for Early Childhood, The Ancona School, The Avery Coonley
School, Avoca D37, Baker Demonstration School, Barrington D220, Beacon Academy, Bennett Day School,
Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School, Brickton Montessori School, British International School of Chicago,
Catherine Cook School, Chiaravalle Montessori School, Compass Health Center, Connections Health,
Countryside Day School, Evanston Scholars, Evanston Township HS D202, The Family Institute at Northwestern
University, Family Service Center, Foundation 65, The Frances Xavier Warde School, Francis W. Parker School,
Glenbrook HS D225, Glencoe D35, Glenview Public Library, Gorton Center, Hyde Park Day School, lllinois
Student Assistance Commission, Josephinum Academy, Kenilworth D38, Lake Bluff D65, Lake Forest
Community High School D115, Latin School of Chicago, Leo Catholic High School, Lycée Francais de Chicago,
Magnetar Capital, Near North Montessori School, North Shore Country Day, Northwestern University Office of
Neighborhood and Community Relations, Northwestern University School of Education and Social Policy, Oakton
College, Pope John XXIIl School, Psychgeist Media, Regina Dominican High School, Rogers Park Montessori
School, Sacred Heart Schools, St. Bernard's School, Santa Clara University School of Law, Science & Arts
Academy, The Sonia Shankman Orthogenic School, Stevenson HS D125, Township High School D113, Township
High School D214, Wilmette Public Library, The Winnetka Public Schools, Wintrust Bank, Wolcott College Prep,
Woodlands Academy, Youth & Opportunity United.



