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Getting In Is Not Enough: The Real Skills Students Need for Life 
A FAN program featuring Ana Homayoun, in conversation with Heidi Stevens 
Regina Dominican High School, O'Shaughnessy Theater, 701 Locust Rd., Wilmette, IL 60091 
No registration required. 
 
Book Giveaway: FAN is giving away copies of Getting In Is Not Enough to attendees, while supplies last. 
 
For decades, families have been taught that getting into a good college is the key to a successful life. The 
admissions frenzy that follows leaves many students anxious, demoralized, and, once they arrive on 
campus, unprepared. Now that artificial intelligence can write essays, solve problems, and build schedules 
in seconds, the skills that matter most are the ones no transcript measures. 
 
In Getting In Is Not Enough: The New Blueprint for Success Beyond Grades, Test Scores, and College 
Admission, academic advisor Ana Homayoun argues that acceptance is only the beginning. Drawing on 
more than 25 years of work with students and stories from her own students past and present, she shows 
how foundational executive functioning skills help young people build their own blueprints for success. 
Readers learn how to strengthen organization and follow-through, build social capital through genuine 
connection, identify their personal energy patterns to create systems that last, and develop the adaptability 
that turns setbacks into growth. Originally published as Erasing the Finish Line, the book has been retitled 
and updated with a new introduction on how AI is reshaping both school and work. 
 
Homayoun is the founder of Green Ivy Educational Consulting and founder and executive director of 
Luminaria Learning Solutions. She will be in conversation with Heidi Stevens, Director of External Affairs 
for the University of Chicago’s TMW Center for Early Learning + Public Health. She writes a weekly 
nationally syndicated column, “Balancing Act.” Stevens has been a FAN board member since 2021. 
 
This event is suitable for youth ages 12 and up. It will be recorded but not live streamed and available on 
FAN’s website and YouTube channel. 
 
Sponsored by FAN, in partnership with The Alliance for Early Childhood, The Ancona School, The Avery 
Coonley School, Avoca D37, Barrington D220, Beacon Academy, Bennett Day School, Bernard Zell Anshe 
Emet Day School, Brickton Montessori School, British International School of Chicago, Catherine Cook 
School, Chiaravalle Montessori School, Compass Health Center, Connections Health, Countryside Day 
School, Evanston Scholars, Evanston Township HS D202, The Family Institute at Northwestern University, 
Family Service Center, Foundation 65, The Frances Xavier Warde School, Francis W. Parker School, 
Glenbrook HS D225, Glencoe D35, Glenview Public Library, Gorton Center, Hyde Park Day School, Illinois 
Student Assistance Commission, Josephinum Academy, Kenilworth D38, Lake Bluff D65, Lake Forest 
Community High School D115, Latin School of Chicago, Leo Catholic High School, Lycée Français de 
Chicago, North Shore Country Day, Northwestern University Office of Neighborhood and Community 
Relations, Northwestern University School of Education and Social Policy, Oakton College, Pope John XXIII 
School, Regina Dominican High School, Rogers Park Montessori School, Sacred Heart Schools, St. 
Bernard's School, Santa Clara University School of Law, Science & Arts Academy, The Sonia Shankman 
Orthogenic School, Stevenson High School D125, Township High School D113, Township High School 
D214, Wilmette Public Library, The Winnetka Public Schools, Wintrust Financial, Wolcott College Prep, 
Woodlands Academy, Youth & Opportunity United. 


